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Activist Anita Hills visits Saint Mary’s campus

What’s Inside

Hill rose to fame when she accused her former boss of sexual harassment

NEWS

BY ELIANA BATREZ
ASSISTANT NEWS EDITOR

VOTING ON DIVERSITY TRAINING
RESOLUTION THIS WEDNESDAY
Faculty members were interviewed on
their thoughts about the mandatory
diversity training. PAGE 2

On Thursday, March 23, Professor
Anita Hill of Brandeis University visited
Saint Mary’s to talk to a crowd of faculty,
students, and community members about
her experiences in 1991, how it felt to be in
the public eye, how she dealt with issues
of race and gender, and how the societal
issues now parallel to the present day.
The event started at 6:30 p.m. in the
Soda Center with the Saint Mary’s Choir’s
rendition of “Brave” by Sara Bareilles and
was a sponsored by a plethora of academic
departments in collaboration with the Roy
E. and Patricia Disney Forum.
After the choir performance, Denise
Witzig, Chair of the Women’s and Gender Studies (WAGS) Department, gave a
brief speech thanking everyone who had
organized the event and brought WAGS
students Gloria Palma ‘17 and MaryRose
Zipse ‘17 to the stage to introduce Professor Hill.
Both shared the way Hill’s actions have
influenced their interactions with leadership campaigns such as End the Silence
and the January Women’s Marches.
Hill began her speech recounting the
way her Oklahoma upbringing in a post
Brown vs. Board of Education era affected
the way she later viewed the integrity of
people who make big decisions like these
and whether or not they personally put
themselves above the law.
This idea served as a partial explanation
for Hill’s actions in the 1991 testimony
she gave in opposition to the confirmation of Clarence Thomas as a Supreme
Court Justice (even though he was, in fact,
confirmed and currently serves on the
Supreme Court).
During the time of her testimony, the
social climate Hill experienced was one
that had not dealt with issues of sexual
assault within the public sphere. With this
in mind, Hill asked the audience members
who were born after 1991 to raise their
hands. Most of the audience raised their
hands. All humor aside, Hill pointed out
that the audience members who raised
their hands had the privilege of growing
up in a time where the public almost collectively grew up with a social consciousness surrounding assault and its illegality.
Throughout her lecture, Hill spoke
of the ways many people with political
power had the influence to change the way

THE BASH PACKS OUT SODA CENTER
Saint Mary’s students celebrate
LGBTQ+ pride with performacnes
spanning from spoken word
to dancing to drag. PAGE 3
OPINION

ANITA HILL discssed how issues of sexual harassment have shifted from her time to current day. (Courtesy of Megan Collins)

Thomas’ confirmation hearing could have
been different.
The notion that objections to Thomas’
confirmation were met with an innocent
until proven guilty attitude rather than
an acknowledgment that he was being
considered for the privilege of being part
of the Supreme Court did not sit well with
Hill. Because of this, she felt more pressure to not only find her voice but use it
to inform the public.
This is something she continues to do,
and utilizes speaking engagements such
as this one and her 1998 memoir, “Speaking Truth to Power” and its subsequent
documentary.
A key aspect present in Hill’s speech was
the role intersectionality plays in life. At
no point during her experiences was Hill
able to separate her race from her gender;
the two are as intertwined as they come, as
both exist and effect her everyday realities.
The same must be said for the way the
concept of everyday realities will look
under Trump’s America, specifically the
enforcement of Title IX. More than once,

Hill noted the way that the Trump administration fails to aggressively defend Title
IX the way the Obama administration did.
This, coupled with a more conservative
Supreme Court and the nomination of Neil
Gorsuch (and the impending confirmation
hearings), present a reality that is very
familiar to Hill.
Though the social sphere of awareness
has shifted to include issues surrounding
equal rights for the LGBTQIA+ community and speaking out against religious
discrimination, sexual assault maintains
prevalence. Hill pointed out that the
Trump administration is dividing people
and their differences through fear mongering and the amount of public attention
they get.
Hill didn’t want to leave the audience
with the impression that they were all
doomed. Instead, she wanted everyone to
be brave and to live their truths, reminding them to stand for something. Hill’s
final message was: “Thank you for being
who you are already and listening to me
tonight.”

Faculty holds various opinions on diversity training
BY JACOB TURNROSE
OPINION EDITOR
On Thursday, Feb. 16, the Academic Senate, composed of faculty members, voted on
and approved a resolution that proposed
making diversity training mandatory.
The original resolution states, “The college shall make it mandatory that all faculty members (Tenure Track and Adjunct)
attend a college-wide diversity training
workshop (currently, GUIDE) once every
three academic years.”
The resolution also called for “Eligibility for Faculty Development Fund, Faculty
Research Grants, Annual Faculty Awards,
and Sabbatical Leave… contingent upon
evidence [of attending GUIDE].” These
sanctions are meant to encourage faculty
members to attend the diversity trainings,
as attendance amongst faculty has been
considered low prior to the February

This resolution has triggered a variety of
reactions from faculty members, many of
whom are concerned with the implications
of said resolution.
A petition has circulated amongst faculty
in response to the February resolution and
was signed by 27 faculty members. The petition calls for the establishment of a “Faculty
Inclusive Training Task Force (FIT Task
Force) with at least six faculty members
from different disciplines, including at least
three with expertise in bias pedagogy or
other comparable education or training.”
This task force would investigate eight areas in which the signers of the petition see
as major issues to the February resolution.
The petition also calls for a hold to be
made on imposing sanctions “until there
can be (a) further deliberation about the
need for sanctions based on the FIT Task
Force recommendations and (b) a new
Senate vote on whether sanctions are ap-

propriate in light of the FIT Task Force
recommendations.”
This petition itself will be up for a vote as
a resolution in the next Academic Senate
meeting, taking place in the Orinda Room of
the Soda Center on Wednesday, March 29.
Some faculty members have complained
that the content of the diversity training
curriculum does not relate to them. Some
do not feel that they have anything to gain
from attending the current diversity trainings.
An Academic Senate resolution in 2008
made diversity training mandatory for
faculty members under the Campus of
Difference (COD) curriculum, but did not
impose sanctions on faculty members who
did not attend diversity trainings.
“[The (COD) diversity training is] tailored for a certain kind of person and I am
not that kind of person. So they imagine
see Diversity, page 2

PRAISE FOR THE SEMINAR PROGRAM
The purpose of Seminar is argued
as a useful tool for learning how
to communicate with others and
provides students with a safe space
to consider opposing views. PAGE 4
STATUS AS A SANCTUARY CAMPUS
Our status continues to remain
ambiguous and transparency
continues to be an issue. PAGE 5
CULTURE

SESAME STREET INTRODUCES
NEW MUPPET WITH AUTISM
Producers hope that Julia will
educate young viewers about the
autistic community. PAGE 6
SPORTS

SOFTBALL RETURNS HOME
Team drops contest against
Northwestern and split doubleheader
against Princeton. PAGE 7
 ASEBALL KICKED OFF WCC
B
ACTION AGAINST PORTLAND
The Gaels look to repeat their
success for last season as 2016
WCC Champions. PAGE 8
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someone conservative, someone
whose bigoted and everything is
meant to move that person from
a bigoted, conservative, racist,
misogynist position to another
one. I don’t think that speaks to
a majority of the faculty that we
have,” said Professor ClaudeRheal Malory.
Malory also said that the COD
training included a lot of “watered
down psychology and sociology,”
and was “not terribly rigorous
academically.”
COD has since been replaced
by a new curriculum called, Gaels
Uniting for Inclusion and Diversity through Education (GUIDE).
Malory is not optimistic that the
new training is any better. “I’m
told by some of the folks, that I
trust, who’ve attended both and
say the GUIDE is not much better.
It’s supposed to be much better,
but we don’t believe it’s really that
much better,” he said.
While Malory has only been
to the COD training, Professor
Makiko Imamura has taken both
trainings and can compare the
two.
“Both [trainings] focused on our
own identity and how we cannot
and should not make assumptions
based on our visible identities. I
was hoping to discuss pedagogical
approaches to address diversity
and its systemic and institutionalized issues, but these topics
were peripheral to the training.
I completed the training and still
find disconnect with the student
experiences,” she said.
“I agree with the need to mandate a diversity training among
faculty, but I cannot justify requiring our participation in the existing training which I [don’t] think

While the texts in
seminar have gotten
more diverse, the faculty
teaching them have not.
meets the needs of [a] faculty with
various levels of familiarity and
commitment to diversity,” she
said. “For someone who teaches
and studies intercultural communication, more specifically
identity, intergroup attitudes, and
communicative adjustments, the
training provided little new information or insights.”
Barbara McGraw, Professor of
Social Ethics, Law, and Public Life,
commented saying, “Faculty at
Saint Mary’s are at various levels
of expertise regarding [diversity]
training. So having faculty all go to
the same training at the same level
probably is not really the best way
to advance the goals of the training: one size does not fit all.”

Malory also brought to light
that the Collegiate Seminar curriculum, often listed as a source
of problems underlying the call for
mandatory diversity training, is
“more diverse than ever.” Malory
claims there is a link now between
increased instances of racism
and a more diverse curriculum.
He suggests that the reason for
this is that while the texts in Collegiate Seminar are getting more
diverse, the faculty teaching them

“[Prof.] Christo
expressed concerns
surrounding exclusion
and questioned
whether or not
adjunct faculty were
represented within
the faculty petition.”
have not.
“Do you address that through
training or by making the faculty
more diverse? You might say both,
but often training is a substitute
to more systematic solutions,”
he said.
Colin Redemer, a professor of
English and Collegiate Seminar,
interprets the Academic Senate’s
decision to pass the February
resolution as an attempt to pacify
the student body, but doubts it will
work to do so. “I am not convinced
that anything the senate or students do is going to solve the much
deeper problem of trust.”
Redemer believes that there is a
problem in classrooms, not one of
“a lack of inclusiveness, but rather
a lack of deference to the faculty
and a lack of academic freedom.”
Redemer said, “My personal
philosophy is that students are
paying the college because the
college has something to teach
them.” To him, faculty members
should be given leeway to pursue
their ideas without fear of offending students. “I, for one, trust this
faculty and think they are broadly
doing a good job. Unless real abuse
is taking place in a classroom, or
unless the class heads way outside
of the professor’s expertise or the
broader subject covered, I think
the faculty deserves the benefit of
the doubt,” he said.
“I know many faculty disagree
with this, I hear the language of ‘I
learn so much from my students’
all the time, but the truth is the
faculty are much more intelligent
than the students, and some,
generally older, faculty are far out
ahead of others, like myself. I, for
one, am fine with this and would
not presume to tell someone

who has mastered their subject,
and runs the department, how to
instruct students in their subject
matter,” he said.
Redemer also believes that all
students should be free to explore
their own ideas just as freely.
“The young republicans are
very outspoken at the moment
on campus, I know they feel challenged, and frankly that’s good! I
also know that there are students
on the left who feel the same,
which is good too. I long for us to
be able to take a step back at all
of this and say: ‘well done Saint
Mary’s College, we’re actually doing shared inquiry,’” he said.
Redemer said that he thinks all
students should, ideally, be equally challenged in the classroom.
He stated, “If it turned out that
only certain students were being
challenged I think the solution
would not be a call for more inclusion, but rather a call for greater
freedom to pursue the ideas that
would champion those student’s
perspectives.”
Some faculty members perceive
the Academic Senate’s decision to
pass the February Diversity Training resolution as an example of the
faculty’s governing body simply
making acquiesces to the student
body. This begs the question:
should the desires of students be
accommodated in every case?
“I don’t think that students
are always right about classroom
climate,” said Malory.
Malory recalled an example
when a student’s perception of
campus climate was misinterpreted.
A student had an issue with a
professor who claimed that a slave
owner is also a slave and that the
slave owner is also dehumanized
in a society dependent on slavery.
The student thought that the
claim, put forth by the professor,
was itself a justification of slavery.
“This is basic Marxist and leftist
theory [which says] that in dehumanizing others you dehumanize
yourself,” said Malory. “The student misunderstood that.”
“I’m not saying that those things
are not problems in the classroom,
they are, but I don’t think it is
necessarily a good idea to jump
to satisfying every demand made
by every student,” Malory added.
Some faculty have expressed
concerns over the mandatory nature of the resolution and it’s call
to make entities such as faculty
development funds contingent
on completing diversity training.
The full text of this artictle
is availble in its entirity at Stmaryscollegian.com, along with
links to both the original Feburary
petition, as well as the faculty
petition.

Crime Beat
3/16/17 5:35 p.m.
Incident: Traffic Incident
Synopsis: Road rage incident off
campus; referred to Community
Life

“To act upon one’s convictions while others wait,
To create a positive force in a world
where cynics abound,
To provide information to people when
it wasn’t available before,
To offer those who want it, a choice—”
—Ted Turner

Some faculty members applaud
the resolution for bringing into
conversation issues of classroom
climate, diversity, and awareness.
Rali Christo, Professor of Classical Languages, stated that “[The
resolution] is a great opportunity
for us all to come into dialogue
with one another.” As a woman,
Christo is very concerned with
the tendency for professors to
only make eye contact with male
students. She hopes that could be
addressed.
Christo stated, “I really love the
fact that we’re moving forward as
a community towards a dialogue
as to what true diversity means.
I hope that the whole training is
done in the most productive way.”
Christo stresses that in order
for this dialogue surrounding diversity to be productive, it must
include the voices of all parties
involved. “My goal is to work towards the common good, and it
should be as common as possible,”
she said. Christo expressed concerns to The Collegian surrounding exclusion and questioned
whether or not adjunct faculty
were represented within the faculty petition.
Anne Carpenter, Professor of
Theology and Religious Studies,
also praised the Academic Senate
resolution for opening up conversations. “For me, [the resolution]
helped remind me that, for Saint
Mary’s, these problems… are front
and center for us. I think I needed
that reminding.”
“The students have highlighted
this issue for us and I think this
[resolution] is a sincere attempt to
take that seriously,” she also said.
Myrna Santiago, the Chair of
the History Department, sees the
resolution as another example of
the rich history of student activism that has taken place at Saint
Mary’s. “[This activism] has kept
faculty and administration on our
toes, pushing us to truly live to the
mission [of the college].” Santiago
continued, “Such activism is proof
that we are doing something right:
because our students are learning
when you see injustice, wherever
that may be, including our own
classrooms, you should stand up
and call it out and demand that
we change.”
While it seems the majority of
faculty acknowledge problems
within Saint Mary’s classrooms,
many faculty members question
whether or not diversity training,
as whole, is the answer.
Claude-Rheal Malory stated
that the idea that “a very specific
training by certain experts is a solution to the problems [surrounding] bigotry, sexuality, and racism
are very cliched ways of dealing
with those problems.”

3/18/17 2:36 a.m.
Incident: Student Handbook Violation
Synopsis: Intoxicated student in
Mitty/Justin quad- transported to

John Muir Hospital; referred to
Community Life

Synopsis: No damage in Ageno West
Parking Lot; case closed

3/18/17 12:15 a.m.
Incident: Burglary Alarm
Synopsis: Unknown cause- no
forced entry to Rheem Center; referred to Facilities Services

3/22/17 8:30 a.m.
Incident: Fire Alarm
Synopsis: Food cooking set off alarm
in Guerrieri East- no fire, smoke, or
scorching; referred to Residential
Experience and Facilities Services

3/22/17 8:00 a.m.
Incident: Hit and Run

3/22/17 2:30 p.m.

Incident: Elevator Failure
Synopsis: Student stuck in elevator in Ferroggiaro Hall for about
10 minutes; referred to Facilities
Services
3/22/17 4:15 p.m.
Incident: Vehicle Damage
Synopsis: Shattered sunroof from
baseball in baseball parking lot;
referred to Loss Prevention
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NEWS
The BASH celebrates LGBTQ+ pride with performances
BY TERRILYN HO
NEWS EDITOR
Cultural Nights strive to highlight the historical milestones,
customs, and contemporary
issues of six historically underrepresented and traditionally
marginalized groups. Through
spoken word, theatrical pieces,
music, food, dance, and other
creative media, students are
able to express their individual
and collective identities.
On Wednesday, March 22,
from 5:30 to 9:00 p.m., Saint
Mary’s held The BASH, an annual event shining light on the
struggles and perseverance of
the LGBTQIA+ community.
Before the performance portion
had begun, there was time for
food and mingling. Attendees
were able to put their names
on nametags and write the preferred pronouns they wished to
be addressed as. Stickers that
read, “Love is Love,” were also
passed out.
This year’s event marks the
twelfth year The BASH has been
celebrated and was brought together with the help of the Pride
Club, Associated Students, the
Intercultural Center, and many

“More transgender
people of color are
being denied the
access to basic
human rights and
are being murdered.
Because of this, we
chose to honor them.”
others.
This year, the team has decided to collect donations to give to
the SF LGBTQ Center, which is
a local organization that helps
the Saint Mary ’s community
to gain access to employment,

Campus
Calendar
see The BASH, page 3

THE BASH is an annual event that has been going on for twelve years and honors the LGBTQ+ community. (Courtesy of @stmarysca)

housing, health care, and legal
services.
The event started off with
four individuals who strutted
onto the stage and emphasized
that the theme of the night was
“you better werk.” The phrase
came from a popular song by RuPaul, a well-known drag queen
and host of the Emmy awardwinning TV show, “RuPaul’s
Drag Race. “
One of the performers gave
a small introduction about
what The BASH was and the
importance of celebrating such
an event.
The performer said, “Currently, our community is under attack, but specifically transgender people. More transgender
people of color are being denied
the access to basic human rights
and are being murdered. Because of this we chose to honor
them because they created drag
and are a beautiful part of our
community and they are also

the group that is being ignored
and attacked by the current administration.”
One of the first performances was presented by Amber
Lotspeich, who lightened the
mood by beginning with a comedy set, called “A New Kind of
Amazon.” She talked about a
product called “Lesbianism”
and read humorous “one star”
to “five star” reviews.
“One star—Being a lesbian
made me hate myself . Two
stars—it feels like being lesbian
is more of a porn category than
a real sexuality...Five stars—I
didn’t realize by buying this
product, I was signing a contract
swearing I would stop shaving,
become a vegetarian, and watch
all six seasons of ‘The L Word.’”
The act was a hit, eliciting raucous laughs from the audience
and had people giving shouts of
approval after almost every line.
Another one of the performers was Lindsay Ford, who sang

“Got A Right to Love My Baby,”
by B.B. King. The crowd clapped
along with the tune as Ford
crooned the lyrics, “I’ve got a

This year, the team
decided to collect
donations to give to
the SF LGBTQ Center.
right to love my woman. She
treats me just like a king.”
Nani Schroeder, the Lead
Chair of the event, participated
in two of the performances. One
was titled, “Carnations and Carnage,” and the second was titled,
“Katherine Manley & Martin
Gonzalez Performing a Lady
Gaga and Beyoncé Mashup.”
The latter was a dance choreographed by Kathryn Carero, featuring eleven dancers wrapping
up the powerful evening with an
equally powerful dance.

De-Stress Fest gives students a break in the midst of midterm week
BY ADRIANA AVILA
STAFF WRITER
On Tuesday night, in the midst
of midterms week, students
relaxed at the first annual “DeStress Fest.” Admission was free
for all and the event took place
in Dryden Hall. It was hosted
by the Campus Activities Board
(CAB). The goal of the event was
to provide a space for students to
relax and take a break from their
busy schedules.
Dryden Hall was decorated
with blue and purple string

lights that created a warm and
inviting atmosphere, perfect for
relaxation. Various de-stressing
crafts and activities were available for those who showed up.
Students had the opportunity to
create stress balls, fill out coloring books, use face masks, throw
paint darts, get a massage, and
eat from a trail mix bar. Within
the first forty five minutes of the
start of the event, the face masks
and warm tea were gone. Shortly
after that, the stress balls were
gone as well. The De-Stress Fest
was scheduled to start at 9:00

STRESS BALLS featured at the first annual De-Stresss Fest. (Courtesy of Saint Mary’s College)

p.m., but students were already
filling up Dryden at 8:30 p.m.
Tiffani Saechou and Shanel
Singh, Late Night Co-Coordinators of CAB, were very impressed
with the turnout. “We told Sodexo to expect around sixty or
seventy people. We had well over
a hundred. I’m so very glad that
this event was so successful,”
said Saechou. The Co-Coordinators were slightly nervous in
the beginning because they did
not gather many responses on
the Facebook event that they had
created. Nevertheless, people
showed up and brought along
their friends.
Aedan Richter, along with
some friends, particularly liked
creating the stress balls. “I loved
making the stress balls. I still
have mine and play with it all the
time,” said Richter. The stress
balls were anything but stressful
to make. Making one required
blowing up a balloon and attaching it to a bottle where the stress
relieving, squishy balls were.
To finish the craft, participants
shook the balls into the balloon
and tied it shut.

Richter colored and also
stayed for a massage. “Afterwards I felt relaxed, but also
tired since it was so late at
night,” said Richter.
Second-year student, Jalen
O’Neal-Strawder, enjoyed the
night’s activities, especially
the free massage, commenting
that “it was a very excellent
massage.” The massages were
a big hit.
The sign-up sheet was full for
the entire duration of the event.
“They should do it again next
year,” said O’Neal-Strawder after being asked about his overall
experience. After witnessing the
amount of students who showed
up, CAB may want to consider a
similar event for the future.
If you missed out on this CAB
event, be sure to mark your calendars on April 21 for Karaoke
Night & Chicken and Waffles,
and April 27 for the Lasallian
Star Search. Stay tuned for the
Spring Concert on April 29 that
will feature a headlining artist
an special opening performance
from Saint Mary ’s Battle of
Bands winner, 10 Suite Minutes.

The Korematsu Case Today
Monday, March 27
1:00- 2:30 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
National Alcohol Screening
Day
Wednesday, March 29
1:00- 2:30 p.m.
Dante Hall: Quad
Contact Cynthia Cutshall
cac13@stmarys-ca.edu
Junior Jam
Wednesday, March 29
1:00- 2:30 p.m.
Dryden Hall: Patio
seas@stmarys-ca.edu
Wollstonecraft on Gender and
Education
Wednesday, March 29
1:00- 2:30 p.m.
De La Salle Hall: Hagerty Lounge
Contact Krista Varela
kdv1@stmarys-ca.edu
Almost White: Forced Confessions of a Latino in Hollywood
- Rick Najera
Wednesday, March 29
7:30-9:00 p.m.
Soda Activity Center: Moraga
Room
Exploratorium
Thursday, March 30
5:00-11:00 p.m.
Pier 15
Contact Gaels on the Go
cabdirector@stmarys-ca.edu
INVEST: Did You Get the Invite?: Food Insecurity Tier 2
Thursday, March 30
5:30-7:30 p.m.
Delphine Hall
Contact IC
www.stmarys-ca.edu/ic

The Campus Calendar column
is a service highlighting major
events of the week. To include
your event, email details to
staff@stmaryscollegian.com.
Due to space limitations,
we cannot list individual
club meetings.
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OPINION
The man- Collegiate Seminar builds up community
tra of a
woman
BY AEDAN RICHTER
STAFF WRITER

BY ERICKA LACSAMANA
STAFF POET
I am strong
I am clever
I belong
I forever
I am happy
I am sad
I can be sappy
I can be bad
I have rights
I can live
I have peaceful fights
I can give
I take
I forgive
I make
I continue to live
I am a woman
I am Gender binary
I am not a given
I am Cis-gender
I continue to live
I have a right to breathe
I have so much more to give
I have the right to be
I don’t have to explain
I have boobs
I also have a brain
I may confuse you
I may intrigue you
I am not here to amuse you
I am not here to abuse or
be abused by you
Open your eyes
And take a good look
In a unique guise
But not one out of a book
Or a magazine, or a bill
board
And not in disguise
Don’t forget what you saw
Because that’s just the start
of what you see
As you move forward
You’re going to see
More of me

One of the biggest selling
points for me about Saint Mary’s
was its unique Seminar program.
When applying to colleges, I applied to another school called
Saint John’s in Santa Fe, New
Mexico, where their entire program is Seminar-styled and all
they do is read the Great Books.
The Saint Mary’s Integral program is actually mirrored after it.
After spending a week-long
camp at Saint John’s, I realized
that going to school and only
having discussion-lead classes
was too much for me. I also
wanted to take science classes
where teachers actually answered my questions with real
answers instead of asking me
what I thought instead.
That’s why I was thrilled that
Saint Mary’s had the Collegiate
Seminar program because it
gave me an opportunity to have
a much more toned-down Saint
John’s college experience. I
would get the opportunity—
some might say privilege—to
take one Seminar class a year, but
could still take, what I consider,

more “normal” classes.
I have been fortunate to have
two wonderful Seminar classes
with two equally amazing but
very different professors. My
first professor was much more
relaxed and really left it up to
the students to figure out what
the text was talking about and
which direction the class discussion would take. This was a nice
introduction to Seminar.
My second professor led the
class in a much more structured
way. She would make sure certain points were brought up, and
most classes she had some kind
of activity to facilitate the discussion planned. I really felt like I
learned so much in that class and
had some of the best discussions.
When I visited Saint John’s,
my breaking point came when
we had read Lucretius’s “On the
Nature of the Universe.” The
discussion had gone nowhere,
and I wanted to scream out in
boredom about the pointlessness of it all. In my Seminar II
class here at Saint Mary’s, we
discussed the same text, and I
had by far the best discussion in
my entire college career that day.
I really felt I came to a higher un-

derstanding of Lucretius, thanks
to my professor and peers and
the lively discussion we had.
In both classes, by the end of
the semester, I felt like I’d really built a strong community
with my fellow students. I loved
reaching the point in both classes
where we all knew each other
and were comfortable enough to
really be able to have deep conversations. They were each very
different but great in there own
ways. I wouldn’t trade in either
experience in for a different one.
While I may love Seminar, not
everyone shares that sentiment
with me. Some people simply
dislike talking in class and resent the fact that they are made
to do that. Others have raised
complaints about the lack of
diversity among the authors
of the seminar texts we read.
People complain that we read a
lot of texts by old, white, men.
While this may be true, we cannot ignore the fact that some of
the texts are really great. One
of the readings freshman year,
“323 U.S. 214 Korematsu vs. the
United Sates” was about the U.S.
internment of Japanese citizens.
When it comes to WWII, we

always learn about the horrible
things the Nazis did, but we
rarely mention the atrocities
committed at home.
Also, the point of Seminar
isn’t the readings but being able
to practice coming to a shared
understanding of that reading
with your peers.
For example, the results of the
election threw the campus into
turmoil for over a week, and I was
beyond grateful that I got to start
the week off in my Seminar class.
All of us had the opportunity to
talk in a safe space about what
we were feeling, and sharing
our concerns and fears was so
helpful. There were even some
opposing views, which I think
only added more to the conversation. Not a single uncivil word
was exchanged between anyone.
Seminar is here to teach us
how to communicate and to
prepare us for going out into the
real world and having to communicate in a professional setting.
A lot of issues in our country
come from our inability to work
through problems with civility,
and seminar is teaching us how
to do that. I think everyone at every school should have to take it.

You can definitely be conservative and pro-choice
BY ANDREI SIMPSON-SATCHLIAN
OPINION COLUMNIST
On Friday, March 17, 2017, Tomi
Lahren, the 24-year old, firebrand
conservative of The Blaze network,
appeared on “The View” and, naturally, the topic of politics arose. She
was questioned about how she
resolves the seeming contradiction
of identifying as a conservative Republican and a pro-choice woman.
She responded by stating that she
is a constitutional conservative and
provided the following reasoning:
“I’m pro-choice…You know what?
I’m for limited government, so stay
out of my guns, and you can stay out
of my body as well.” The comments
made up less than a minute on a
nearly nine-minute segment, but received almost all of the subsequent
attention.
The incident has sparked a lot
of debate in conservative circles,
and even beyond, and a common
question being asked is, can a conservative be pro-choice? I am a Republican and one who, when forced
to decide between two hyphenated
labels, has to side with the title of
“pro-choice.” As such, I have some
personal experience with the prior
question and some thoughts on the
matter.
I believe that one can absolutely
be conservative and pro-choice. I
am, and many of my friends are.
While I cannot speak for them, I can
speak for myself in explaining how I
resolve the supposed discrepancy.
Personally, I would never support
aborting my partner’s and my child.
I recognize that such an absolute
position bestows a large responsibility on me, which I welcome.
I maintain the condition that, if a
woman and I are going to become
sexually involved, she must be wellaware and respectful of my beliefs.
If she cannot agree with them, then
I wholly respect her position and
realize that I need to walk away from

the situation and respect her beliefs.
I make an independent, conscious,
and deeply personal choice to live
in accordance with my faith, which
constitutes that all life conceived
is a creation of God. Thereby, I
believe that all life is injected with
the highest dignity and value, and
necessitates the highest level of respect and care, from the moment of
conception to the moment of death.
In short, I am no proponent of abortion. But, neither is any woman.
The notion that pro-choice Americans, or women who have had
abortions, love and dream of getting
abortions and demand an increase
in the number of abortions is taking
extremists like Lena Dunham and
extrapolating them to the general
body. Nobody, except for Dunham
it seems, wants an abortion just
“for fun.”
Women are not wishing for the
opportunity to abort a child. Prochoice Americans recognize this,
as well as how wrenching and traumatic of a situation it is when a
woman is faced with the decision
of considering an abortion (not to
mention the post-traumatic stress
that sets in afterwards). As such,
the overwhelming majority of prochoice Americans are not encouraging women to have abortions. I
believe that this is an important
point for my pro-life brothers and
sisters to recognize in order to heal
the deep divide between two sides
on a polarizing issue.
Now that we have established
that I am no cheerleader of the
practice of abortion, and neither
are most pro-choice Americans, I
want to take it a level further and
assert that, in fact, I am pro-choice
because I want to see the number of
abortions reduced. As someone who
is passionately pro-life on a personal
level, I cannot remain apathetic
to the number of abortions taking
place on a daily basis.
For this reason, I oppose scrap-

ping Roe v. Wade. It is a fact of
modern-day life that 1) people who
do not believe themselves ready to
be parents will still have intercourse
and 2) women turn to abortion in
desperate situations. Unilaterally
abolishing Roe v. Wade would not
get rid of or decrease abortions, but
it would increase the number of grotesque and dangerous “back-alley”
and “coat-hanger” abortions. The
only way in which we can decrease
the number of abortions is not by
reducing the supply, but by reducing
the demand. Stripping Roe v. Wade
and believing you’re stopping abortions is like treating the symptoms of
an illness and thinking you’re wholly
curing the patient.
Addressing the symptoms isn’t

I am pro-choice
because I want to
see the number of
abortions reduced.
good enough—if you really want to
treat the problem, you need to address the root cause.
The same is true with abortion.
Abortion exists because we, as a
society, are more concerned with
responsive measures rather than
preventative ones. We need to transition from being a society that
reacts to situations post de facto
to a society that prevents the given
situations. For this reason, I oppose overturning Roe v. Wade and
support increasing and improving
access to sexual education and birth
control. Abortion can be de jure outlawed only when it has been de facto
outlawed. What I mean by this is,
abortion’s demand will gravely drop
and the practice will be rendered
obsolete once we have transitioned
into society aware of and equipped
with preventative measures. Only
once this condition is fulfilled is le-

gally banning abortion a worthwhile
consideration.
Of course, this won’t be quick and
easy—there are a lot of factors at play,
including self-interested agents who
have made an industry out of abortion and would not want to see their
business go away. But, desiring abortion’s natural extinction at the hands
of informed, equipped, and forwardthinking individuals is a position
that has enough widespread support
to impose pressure on the special
interests that might otherwise oppose this. In order to achieve this
level of across-the-board support for
a reasonable and just cause, though,
pro-life and pro-choice Americans
need to look past the hyphenated
labels and recognize that both sides
acknowledge that abortion is not a
desirable experience.
No one is egging women on to
get abortions just for the heck of
it. Both sides want to see women,
future children, and future families
happier. But, if we seriously want to
move forward on the issue, taking
up purist positions, such as unilaterally scrapping Roe v. Wade via a
Supreme Court decision, is not only
short-sighted, but even detrimental.
If it succeeds, we witness an uptick
in dangerous, gruesome abortions.
If it fails, we continue to waste time,
debating one another standing miles
apart. As a pro-choice conservative,
I’m speaking to both Republicans
and Democrats, pro-life Americans
and pro-choice Americans: if we
really care about the lives at stake,
as we say we do, let’s recognize that
there is a path forward and let’s start
walking down it. The issue at hand is
too valuable for us to be caught up in
purist grandstanding.
Andrei Simpson-Satchlian is one
of five columnists featured in the
Opinion Section. He is an Economics and Politics double-major, and a
member of the Honors Program. He is
the Chair of the College Republicans
and President of the Law Club.
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OPINION
Sanctuary campus: Our mission should come before money
BY LEORA MOSMAN
OPINION COLUMNIST
Following the 2016 presidential
election, a widespread panic was palpable across the nations and people
woke up to realities of unknowns
and uncertainties. One of the groups
most vulnerable to the rhetoric of
the political campaign, and now
the presidential administration, is
undocumented immigrants.
Donald Trump’s stance on immigration has always been harsh,
yet his positions when it comes
to undocumented immigrants already within the country have been
confusing. His inconsistency in this
realm contribute to the atmosphere
of fear that many individuals feel as
they face uncertain futures.
In the frenzy that followed Election Day, calls went out everywhere
demanding that sanctuary spaces
be created to protect this vulnerable
population from the whims of the
president as he would undoubtedly
turn to the Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) to carry
out his orders. While it was unclear
exactly what would be done, there
was no question that something
certainly would.
As individuals were spurred to action, many colleges and universities
joined in the hustle—full-knowing
that undocumented and Deferred
Action for Childhood Arrivals

(DACA) students are an integral
part of every student body. Demands
to create sanctuary campuses were
echoed across the nation, and Saint
Mary’s was one.
In the days following the election
result, a community petition headed
by members from our Catholic
Institute for Lasallian Social Action
(CILSA) was sent throughout the
Saint Mary’s community to gather
signatures in support of the designation of this campus as a sanctuary
space. An excerpt from the petition
reads as follows:
“Given that many students and
their family members understandably live in fear of the consequences
of a Trump presidency; justifiably, in
light of the rhetoric of the campaign,
we urge the administration to clarify
and post the policy regarding the local police and to develop a protocol
for making the College a sanctuary
campus. This campus is our home.
A home is supposed to be safe. We
owe it to the most vulnerable members of our community to do our
utmost to protect them. If we fail
to act in the face of President-Elect
Trump’s stated priorities relative to
deportation, the Lasallian principles
that we have affirmed regarding diversity, social justice, and inclusive
excellence at Saint Mary’s College of
California will appear to have been
little more than empty rhetoric. This
is not a moment when we can afford

silence.”
Within a matter of days, over one
thousand Saint Mary’s community
members—students, staff, faculty,
and alumni —had added their names
to the demand.
So what happened? The answer
remains unclear, our own institution
responding with an ambiguity not
unlike the presidential administration’s ambiguity itself. On Dec. 2,
2016, Saint Mary’s President James
Donahue responded to the petition
with an e-mail addressed to the Saint
Mary’s community. Stating that
“Saint Mary’s will not directly share,
without subpoena, the personal
information of any student, including records that may identify the
immigration status of a student, with
law enforcement agencies, including
officials from ICE,” President Donahue tried to assure the community
that “no law enforcement agency
will be permitted to perform immigration enforcement exercises on
this campus without a warrant, unless there is a pressing circumstance
pertaining to the safety of those at
the College or in the surrounding
community.”
Yet to attain a warrant, ICE agents
need only three things: a name, a
birthdate, and a country of birth.
While the language initially seems
agreeable, the substance behind the
words is confusing to understand.
What is the College’s procedure

Cursive should be reinstituted in schools
BY ZOE LOOS
OPINION COLUMNIST
I thought I would be a bit older
before I started using the phrase,
“Back in my day…” However, I am
announcing to all that the day has
come.
Back in my day, we had individual lessons and class time dedicated to the art of making writing
incredibly challenging—cursive.
I still remember being in third
grade learning how to dot my I’s
that now looked like small mountains and cross my T’s that looked
like flower buds. My handwriting
was horrible, so nothing looked as
majestic as small mountains and
flower buds. My writing assignments appeared scraggly, like hair
that had gum trapped in its midst’s
that peanut butter failed to get out.
I was previously unaware that
Louisiana, California, and Alabama have all passed laws that
make it mandatory for children to
learn cursive. I was also unaware
that cursive was no longer being
taught. I did not exactly think that
something I was taught in elementary school would no longer be
taught to current children attending school; seriously I cannot get
over how much this topic makes
me think “back in my day.”
At first, I thought that I could
discuss what I had researched
and discovered about the debate
around cursive. There was a particularly interesting article that
discussed how the real fear among
educators is not that children
should learn cursive, but that
children are simply not writing as
much. Funding is low in schools,
and there is a higher focus on
one-sentence responses to questions, short summaries, and fill
in the blank worksheets. As New

Common Core State Standards
place greater importance on composition, the article elaborated,
students will be able to practice
writing more, and this will help
lay the groundwork for students to
develop strong composition skills.
While I find this all to be fascinating and an important discussion
on the school system and the
access people have to resources,
I thought it might be interesting
to explore something slightly different.
I have always personally found
great enjoyment in writing; more
specifically handwriting and more

In a world which
constantly evaluates
and judges you, there’s
a lot of power in a pen.
specifically still cursive (or rather
my brand of cursive mixed with
print). Cursive, penmanship, calligraphy, etc. are in my mind a type
of art. Handwriting is so unique
to each and can be a form of selfexpression that cannot be found
in manufactured fonts. Writing
style, which can, of course, be
manifested with typing, of course,
is also a form of self-expression,
but there is something incredibly
unique in placing pen/pencil to
paper. Letting words pour down
your arm into an instrument that
you must use to craft language is
spectacular.
I do not think cursive should
become obsolete the same way
I believe that painting should
not become obsolete. While I am
aware that cursive is not looked at
the same way painting is, I find it
necessary to not get rid of cursive

because of the capacity it has to become a part of someone’s identity.
Writing and composition in any
form whether typing or handwriting should be compulsory in all
schools so children can learn to
write. Writing not only is a vital life
skill in a common sense, but is also
an essential survival skill.
To survive in a world, which
constantly evaluates and judges
you, there is a lot of power in a
pen, in a story. Particularly for
marginalized folks knowing how
to write and then composing their
story can save them from the soulcrushing reality of institutionalized oppression.
To have power over writing your
narrative is critical in surviving.
Cursive should be a part of this
journey of self-identity and personal expression. Does this mean
that cursive should be mandatory?
I would argue that it should be
made available for those who wish
to learn it. For those who want to
have their self-reflection be expressed through a pen or pencil.
What I am above all arguing for
is that art and artistic expression
needs to be made available for all
children. Cursive, painting, drawing, digital media, photography,
videography, etc. —these art forms
should be accessible to all but do
not individually need to be made
mandatory.
There should be a choice in
how one chooses to express their
innermost thoughts, desires, and
passions—their selves.
Zoë Malia Ozoa Loos is one of five
columnists featured in the Opinion
Section. She is a senior majoring in
environmental studies and ethnic
studies. Zoë enjoys watching nature
and cultural documentaries and doing aqua aerobics with the elderly at
her local YMCA.

should a warrant be obtained? The
lingering amount of “what-ifs” are
not addressed.
President Donahue also referenced a statement from leaders in
Catholic Higher Education that
was released following the election
of Donald Trump. The statement
reads, “We pledge to support these
students—through our campus
counseling and ministry support,
through legal resources from those
campuses with law schools and
legal clinics, and through whatever
other services we may have at our
disposal.” No mention of direct
protection from ICE agents or other
forces is included.
Now, there are numerous reasons
why our institution may have chosen
to take an ambiguous stance rather
than a definite one. The threat of
federal funding being revoked from
sanctuary places, whether they be
schools, cities, or entire states, is a
serious threat indeed and one that
most certainly would impact the
functions of Saint Mary’s. Alumni
donations, too, are a huge source
of income from the school, which
definitely gives weight to alumni
desires—be they in line with the
College’s mission or not.
But excuses do not always feel
satisfactory. At the end of the day,
what gives substance to Saint Mary’s
name: the money or the mission? To
what extent will we allow ourselves

to be tied by the requirements of our
money sources, even if it requires
that we override or ignore our core
values?
The five core principles of the
Lasallian mission are anything but
ambiguous or hesitant. “Concern
for the Poor and Social Justice” is not
followed by an asterisk which leads
to an exhaustive list of exceptions.
The inclusion of “all” in “Respect
for all Persons” was most certainly
intentional; and if one happened
to miss it “Inclusive Community”
exists as well. I cannot help but assume that “Quality Education” and
“Faith in the Presence of God” are
included in the package—a package
which is not separable but must
come together, as a whole.
The beauty of our mission lies in
its simplicity. It does not waste time
working its way through procedures
or precedents, and it has no mention
of finances or fine-print. Our mission
is so easy that it becomes incredibly
difficult, and yet this is where we
are called to act. Our neighbor is in
need, how are we going to choose to
respond?
Leora Mosman is one of five columnists featured in the Opinion Section.
She is a politics major with a minor
in taking down the white supremacist patriarchy. She stays busy as a
Resident Advisor and as the student
coordinator for the GaelPantry and
Solidarity Suppers.
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Beauty and the Beast reboot amazes around the world
BY NATASHA YERRAMILLI
CONTRIBUTING WRITER
I was excited to see the movie
Beauty and the Beast; many
viewers were looking forward to
Emma Watson’s interpretation
of Belle, new songs, and namely,
Belle as an inventor, as opposed
to a princess without a career
path in mind. Watson starred
in the iconic role, and managed
to capture the magic, as well as
Belle’s unique optimistic personality, and bravery.
In the original Beauty and
the Beast, I found it odd that
Belle was rebuked for her love
of books and natural curiosity
about the world around her.
The close-minded town that
she lives in simply did not fit
her personality. In the movie,
though, Belle was depicted as
an inventor. A notable scene
that highlights her innovative
talents is when she invents a
washing machine and teaches a
girl how to read.
Dan Stevens as the Beast
flowed well with Watson’s Belle,
and the CGI animation for
select characters blended perfectly with the film. Specifically
with the Beast, his character
development was very noticeable in the film. One of my favorite parts of the film was the
rendition of “Be Our Guest.”
The scene was beautiful with
all the special effects, singing,

BEAUTY AND THE BEAST receives mixed responses from critics, but $700 million world wide box office proves overall positive reception to the live action remake. (Courtesy of Conversations About Her)

and colors.
The turning point in the movie was when Belle sees the Beast
as not just a monster that’s
holding her captive, but as a
man that has been cursed, a man
filled with pain, anger, with no
hope, and filled with fear. At
this point, though, the Beast
willingly frees Belle and allows
her to return to her father. This

separation helped Belle realize
that she truly did care for the
Beast.
The whole cast did a fantastic job; every character was
believable and magical. A critical element that shouldn’t be
ignored when watching the film
is the diversity of themes. It
was represented by the King ’s
Court which held guests of every

ethnicity, and Gaston’s sidekick
LeFou is gay. It was refreshing
to see how these classic tales are
becoming more inclusive and
diverse in their more modern
interpretations.
I believe that every person
should experience the magic of
this film. The movie was fantastic and everything I imagined it
to be and more — it is definitely

worth seeing in theaters.
Beauty and the Beast managed to capture the magic and
imagination that we had as
children watching the animated
version. The hope, excitement,
and fear of the story gripped the
audience. The live action did not
take away any of the magic—it
only enhanced another level
of beauty.

Sesame Street introduces Julia, a muppet with autism
BY KIANA LEI YAP
STAFF WRITER
Stepping onto the screen this
season in Sesame Street will be
their newest little muppet Julia
—probably the only four-year-old
who can rock a neon orange bob
haircut. As part of the Sesame
Street campaign “See Amazing in
All Children,” the ever-popular
children’s daytime show will
feature an autistic character for
the first time and the first new
character in 10 years.
Julia has been around in the
Sesame Street children’s books
for several years, and Sherrie
Westin, one of Sesame Workshop’s executive vice presidents,
directed the initiative to have a
broader representation on the
show. Westin hopes that Julia
can give a voice and image to a
historically underrepresented
minority in our society.
“One of my favorite stories
is a mother who said that she
used the book to explain to her
child that she had autism like
Julia,” Westin commented on
the impact that Julia’s character has had for parents to have
open conversations with their
children about something that
will affect one in every 68 schoolaged children in the United
States, according to the Centers
for Disease Control.
Sesame Workshop, the nonprofit media parent company of
the Sesame Street show, is not
new to addressing the difficulties
of what it means to be human,
which included dealing with
the death of a cast member, Mr.

SESAME STREET has received excited reactions to their newest muppet, Julia, who spreads awareness for the autistic community through the lens of young viewers. (Courtesy of CNN)

Hooper, in 1983 and the muppets’
responses to it. The inclusion of
Julia will show other children
that having autism doesn’t make
them any less of a person—it
shows how diversity in abilities
is welcomed everywhere.
According to CNN Entertainment, the integration of this new
character will start with other
characters—like Elmo and Big
Bird— interacting with Julia and
explaining to each other what
autism is and how she socializes
differently.
The debut of a muppet with
autism, which is a relatively com-

mon brain disorder that makes it
extremely difficult for people to
socialize and communicate with
others, exhibits the corporation’s
efforts to demonstrate inclusivity for children. Children with
autism are often ridiculed by
their peers for being different by
not knowing how to “normally”
interact and socialize with other
children.
Stacy Gordon, a veteran puppeteer who will be the woman
behind Julia’s character, has
a very personal connection to
those who struggle with the
disorder and parents who have

autistic children. Gordon’s son
is on the autism spectrum, and
she has experience working in
autism therapy groups.
“I’m just hoping to bring her
the heart” said Gordon. “I really
wish that kids in my son’s class
had grown up with a Sesame
Street that had modeling [of ] the
behavior of inclusion of characters with autism.” School-age
children are at a crucial point in
their development of social skills
and having a character like Julia
promotes inclusivity, empathy,
and relatedness for children
across the board.

For many autistic children
who watch Sesame Street, Julia
will be a character that they can
relate to and feel like they aren’t
the only ones who face the same
social challenges she does. For
parents, her character opens
new conversational avenues for
them to talk with their children
who have autism or who have
classmates that do.
It is important to teach children that these learning and
socializing challenges are not
weaknesses to be ridiculed but
characteristics that uphold diversity.
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SPORTS
Softball falls to Wildcats, splits game versus Princeton Sports
this week
BASEBALL

KATIE MOSS dominated in the Gaels 3-2 win against Princeton with a season-high of 13 strikeouts in 10 innings. (Courtesy of SMC Gaels)

BY KIMBERLY PASCHAL
SPORTS EDITOR
The Saint Mary’s softball team
returned home Tuesday for a contest
against the Northwestern Wildcats
(11-14). The Gaels fell 6-4 to the
Wildcats after a late three run rally
in the bottom of the seventh.
The Gaels got off to a quick start after scoring one run in the first inning
and holding the Wildcats to zero in
the first two innings. Unfortunately
for the Gaels, the Wildcats knocked
in four runs in the third and maintained their lead through the fifth
inning. An infield error cost Saint
Mary’s, as Northwest used the Gaels
struggling defense to score four runs
in the top of the third.
To start the bottom of the seventh
with a 6-1 lead, the Gaels looked to
rally against the visiting Wildcats.
With two outs and based loaded,
Hailey Sparacino drove in an RBI.

Hannah Chew followed Sparacino
with a line drive single to drive in
another run and keep the bases
loaded. After Northwestern saw
Saint Mary’s gaining momentum,
reliever Morgan Newport went to
the mound. Unfortunately, for Newport, she balked two pitches to make
the game 6-4.
Despite Newport’s earlier struggles, she struck out Mariani to lead
the Wildcats to victory. Errors were
a major issue for the Gaels with four
total during the game and all six runs
scored by the Wildcats as unearned
runs.
On Wednesday, the Gaels split an
afternoon doubleheader with the
Princeton Tigers. Senior pitcher
Katie Moss took the mound for
the Gaels and put the team on her
back. Moss pitched all 10 innings
and struck out a season-high of 13
batters. She also retired the first
nine Tigers.

The first run of the game did not
come until the bottom of the third inning when the Gaels were first to get
on the board. Chew got on base after
a fielder’s-choice to help Nikki Alexander score. In the top of the fourth,
Moss gave of her first hit of the game,
but she struck out the side with three
strikeouts to end the inning.
The Gaels went scoreless in the
bottom of the fourth, and the Tigers
tied the game, 1-1, in the top of the
fifth. With Moss on the mound, the
Gaels had nothing to fear. Moss gave
up a leadoff double in the top of the
sixth, but her composure and experience lead her to retire the next three
batters off a groundout, strikeout,
and pop fly.
After the Tigers scored in the top
of the ninth and the Gaels answered
back to tie the game 2-2, the game
extended to extra innings. In the
bottom of the tenth, Abbey Mariani
knocked one down the middle to bat

in the winning run.
With the Gaels’ 3-2 victory over
the Tigers, they took a quick break
before facing the Tigers in the second game of their doubleheader.
Junior Kaitlyn Whitt took the
mound for the Gaels and pitched
a total of seven innings. The Gaels
offense recorded six hits, but the
team could not maximize their opportunities with runners in scoring
position. The Gaels left a total of
seven runners on base.
The Tigers took a 1-0 lead in the
first inning and would lead for the
rest of the game. With the Gaels
struggling to execute, the Tigers
used their small ball play to avoid
the sweep. The Tigers defeated the
Gaels 3-0.
The Gaels, now 12-18, will be back
in action Tuesday, March 28, against
the University of Missouri-Kansas
City with doubleheader games at 2
p.m. and 4 p.m.

Women’s, men’s tennis both go 1-1 in exciting weekend

Tue. vs Oregon St., 3:00 p.m.
Thurs. @ BYU, 5:00 p.m.
Fri. @ BYU, 5:00 p.m.
Sat. @ BYU, 11:00 a.m.
Defending WCC-champion Saint
Mary’s (Record) has there hands
full this week. The Gaels play
host to No. 2 Oregon St. before
traveling to Provo for a three-game
series against BYU, a club Saint
Mary’s tied with in the conference
regular season last year.
SOFTBALL

Tue. vs University of MissouriKansas City, 2:00 p.m. & 4:00
p.m.
After a 1-2 week against
Northwestern and Princeton,
Saint Mary’s (12-18) has a
Tuesday doubleheader against the
University of Missouri-Kansas
City before a week where they
play Cal and start their conference
season against Santa Clara
WOMEN’S TENNIS

BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
With both teams starting conference play against LMU and Pepperdine, last week didn’t lack in
excitement for each of the two Saint
Mary’s tennis programs. In the end,
they both finished the week very
similarly. Women’s and men’s tennis each defeated LMU in dramatic
fashion while falling to Pepperdine.
Women’s tennis began conference play with their win over LMU,
despite starting Saturday’s action
by dropping the doubles point up
for grabs. A duo of Jana McCord
and Kareena Manji dominated their
way to a 6-0 win over LMU’s Anna
Romeka and Siobhan Anderson,
but LMU doubles teams of Jessica
Perez/Elvira Juravliova and Julia
Norlin/Camila Tumosa won to grant
the Lions the doubles point.
Nevertheless, the Gaels used
singles wins by Manji, Clementine
Clement, Parminder Kaur, and
freshman Jacqueline Pelletier to
push past LMU to take the match.
Pelletier’s match in particular was
especially competitive. The firstyear Saint Mary’s player out of South
Carolina went to tiebreakers in each
one of her sets with LMU’s Juravliova, finally winning 6-7, 7-6, 7-6.
The other three singles wins came
in straight sets for a Gaels team that

Fri. @ USF, 3:00 p.m.
Sat. @ Santa Clara, 11:00 a.m.
The Gaels kicked off conference
play by defeating LMU 4-3 and
then dropping a Sunday contest
with Pepperdine.
MEN’S TENNIS
Sat. vs Santa Clara, 2:00 p.m.
Sun. vs USF, 2:00 p.m.
The Gaels began conference
play on the road with a loss to
Pepperdine and a win over LMU.
They come home this week for
weekend matches against Santa
Clara and USF.
MEN’S GOLF
MANUEL DE LUIS LAMELAS came through in the clutch to help push Saint Mary’s over LMU for their the victory. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

began WCC action 1-0 in conference.
However, any feelings of elation
resulting from Saturday’s win might
have been tempered a bit when the
Gaels ran into a nationally-ranked
and perennially good Pepperdine
program. The Waves came away with
a 4-0 win over Saint Mary’s, moving
to 2-0 and conference and making
the Gaels 1-1 in WCC play.
Men’s tennis fell to Pepperdine on
Friday in likewise fashion, dropping
their first conference match 4-0
to the Waves. Pepperdine secured

the doubles point with two straight
doubles victories before rolling to
three singles wins and the overall
match victory.
The Gaels found more luck Saturday afternoon with a dramatic 4-3
win over the LMU.
Matthew Campana and Manuel
De Luis Lamelas combined to give
Saint Mary’s a doubles win, but it
wasn’t enough for the Gaels, who
dropped the other two doubles
matchups to miss out on the doubles
point. LMU’s Gabriel Diaz Freire and

Luke Bohuslav won their singles
matches for the Lions, and suddenly
Saint Mary’s found themselves on
the ropes down 3-0.
But the Gaels persevered. Damon
Kesaris defeated Nick Borchenko
6-4, 6-2. Then Campana and Lagman won their respective singles
matches to shift all attention to
Lamelas enmeshed in a dramatic
match with LMU’s Alex Bourgeois.
In the end, Lamelas took the match
6-4, 4-6, 6-2 to hand Saint Mary’s
the win.

Thurs.-Sat. @ The Goodwin
BEACH VOLLEYBALL
Thurs. vs Feather River
College, 3:00 p.m.
TRACK
Fri. @ San Franciso State
Distance Carnival
Fri. @ Stanford Invitational
ROWING
Sat. @ San Diego Crew Classic
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SPORTS
Baseball begins conference play on high note, sweeps Portland
BY DEAN BOERNER
SPORTS EDITOR
Despite some rain and Friday’s game turning into a game
one of a Saturday doubleheader,
Saint Mary’s began WCC play
with authority over the weekend,
sweeping Portland in a threegame series.
Facing Portland freshman
Grady Miller Saturday morning,
the Gaels jumped out to an early
lead over the Pilots in the first
few innings. After junior Joey
Fiske reached on a single and
Brett Rasso reached on an error,
Jackson Thoreson doubled both
of them home in the first inning
to give Saint Mary’s there first
two runs.
In the second, Logan Steinberg and Charles Zaloumis both
singled, setting the stage for Joey
Fiske, who slapped a triple down
the right-field line to drive both
of them home. Zach Kirtley then
proceeded to knock in Fiske with
a double, and the Gaels blew open
a 5-0 lead only in the second inning.
However, Portland’s lefty settled down a little, the Pilots put
a run up in the fourth, and the
Portland bats really came alive
then in the fifth inning. First, after
Matt Kelly doubled home a run,
Kelly himself scored on a double
by Beau Brundage.
Then, with Brundage on, firstbaseman Mike Hicks drilled a

fastball over the left-center fence
for a two-run homerun to tie the
game 5-5.
The Gaels came back, though.
With Rasso on third and Thoreson on first, both runners took
off to steal, with Thoreson getting
tagged out but Rasso breaking for
home safely.
For good measure, the Gaels
manufactured another run in the
sixth inning, and that ended up
being more than enough for Neff
and then Ty Madrigal and Kevin
Milam in relief.
Madrigal retired all five batters
he faced after relieving Neff, and
Milam recorded yet another save,
in the process inching higher and
higher in the NCAA leaderboard
in that category.
Neff earned the win—his first
decision thus far—to move to 1-0
on the season.
Saint Mary’s didn’t have much
time to celebrate, as the second
game of Saturday’s doubleheader
started just 30 minutes after the
conclusion of the first.
Although the Gaels used somewhat of a different formula, the
end result turned out all the same,
with the Gaels taking the second
game 6-5.
Head coach Eric Valenzuela
chose Jake Valdez to start the
Saturday afternoon game. Due
to some tough luck and mistake
pitches to a dangerous Portland
lineup, Valdez lasted just 3.1 innings before being removed.

JOEY FISKE went 7-15 to end up on a six-game hitting streak. (Courtesy of smcgaels.com)

After a scoreless first inning
from both sides, Portland showed
off their offensive power in the
second. A pair or solo homeruns—
one from designated-hitter Kevin
Wade to lead off the inning and
another from Ryan Hoogerwerf
with two outs—moved Portland
ahead 2-0.
Portland still looked for more
in the fourth inning. Ryan Kim
singled home a run to put Portland up three. Kim then stole
second and reached third base on
a throwing error before coming
up on Brundage’s single to put
Portland up 4-0.
The Gaels didn’t wait around
to start coming back. In the bottom of the fourth, After Milam

walked and Eddie Haus singled
to left, Steinberg reached by being
hit by a pitch to load the bases.
Sophomore Charles Zaloumis
drove in two runs with a single,
then Fiske singled to right field to
cut Portland’s lead to 4-3.
Down 5-3 in the seventh inning,
Saint Mary’s benefitted from defensive mistakes from Portland
in which Fiske and Rasso scored
to tie the game 5-5. That allowed
pinch-hitter Ryan Novis to come
in to give Saint Mary’s the lead.
The freshman drove a fastball
into right to give Saint Mary’s a
6-5 lead that they wouldn’t relinquish. Milam recorded his second
save of the day with an uneventful
ninth inning, notching his ninth

save of the season to move into
second place in the entire country.
Behind a masterful pitching
performance by senior lefty Johnny York on Sunday, the Gaels bats
exploded, using an eight-run sixth
inning to cruise to an 11-5 victory
over the Pilots.
For about three innings, a
pitcher’s duel seemed to be unfolding between York and Portland starter Kevin Baker. That
soon changed.
In the fourth inning, Saint
Mary’s finally solved Baker when
Milam drove in two runs by lining
a curveball into left to give Saint
Mary’s a 2-1 lead. Kirtley singled
home a run in the fifth to push the
Saint Mary’s lead to two, but the
great share of the damage came
in the sixth inning. Vranesh and
Fiske both singled home runs
before Brett Rasso walked with
the bases loaded to put the Gaels
up 6-1 and set the stage for Kirtley.
The bases still loaded, Kirtley
cleared the bases with a double to
put Saint Mary’s up 9-1. Then for
good measure, Haus homered in
Kirtley to put Saint Mary’s up 11-1.
The Gaels allowed four runs
in the ninth, but ended up holding on to complete the sweep
thanks also to seven strong innings pitched by York.
The Gaels stay home for a
Tuesday afternoon game against
Oregon State before traveling
to Utah for a three-game series
against BYU.

Rappleye looks fore-ward

HUNTER RAPPLEYE (Courtesy of smcgaels)

BY ZAYRA RIVERA
COPY EDITOR
All-American Scholar Hunter
Rappleye has made a name for himself at Saint Mary’s College playing
golf. From the tranquil town of Elk
Grove, Rappleye began his golfing
career at the young age of five. As
golfing runs in the family, Rappleye
displayed a knack for the sport at an
early age, leading him to where he
is now. After being recruited from
Christian Brothers High School in
Sacramento, Rappleye began his
collegiate career golfing for the Saint
Mary’s Gaels.
Going into his senior year as a
math major, Rappleye has stated
that the best part about playing golf
is being part of the Saint Mary’s team
and winning the WCC Championships. “Winning was like being rewarded with four of my best pals, and
getting a ring was pretty cool too.”
Though golf is seen as an individualistic sport, Rappleye emphasizes
how important it is to give his all to
every match because it takes a team
effort to get wins for Saint Mary’s.

During his limited free time, Rappleye enjoys getting to explore the
places he travels with his buds on
his golf trips and watching episodes
of “The Office” on Netflix.
Contrary to popular belief, being a math major actually makes
golf harder according to Rappleye.
“You have to be free on the course, I
always try to analyze the angles but
it’s important to go in with a clear
mind and enjoy the experience.”
However, Rappleye’s selection as a
Cleveland Golf/Srixon All-America
Scholar by the Golf Coaches Association of America is a testament to his
hard work in the classroom as well
as on the course. He mentions that
the greatest downside to being a
math major with an athletic career is
missing class. In his experience, this
is mostly because missing one class
can have a huge impact due to how
demanding his major can be.
Though he will not be continuing
his athletic career post-grad and is
planning on pursuing a future with
insurance, Rappleye hopes to finish
out his last season strong. “We have a
pretty good season this year,” he stated, “I hope to be able to help the team
make it to the National Championships this year,” expressed Rappleye
about the upcoming tournaments.
If successful, this would be the third
time in Saint Mary’s history that the
golf team wins the tournament.
“Golf isn’t just about wearing khakis and walking around a course all
day like people think. It can be mentally draining, but it’s also exciting
and lively,” Rappleye answered upon
being asked what people should
know about playing golf. Though the
season will be ending soon, be sure
to catch Hunter and the golf team at
their next tournament on Thursday,
March 30, at Stanford.

